
Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Canobolas 

Rangers 

Brabham 2, 3rd May, 2003 

Clichés are often tossed around recklessly when it comes to sports reporting. 

One saying that would can be used without recklessness for Saturday's clash 

between Barnstoneworth Ottershaw and Canobolas Blue would be "Soccer 

was the winner on the day".  

 

A game played in glorious sunshine with lots of banter going to and fro saw 

lots of old legs new to soccer running around. It may be said that this is 

where the recklessness came from as both sides had numerous players who 

had never seriously kicked a soccer ball before. Both teams were there to 

enjoy a run around and pretend they could play the game.  

 

The crowd were in full voice and the Rangers section were constant with 

their heckling. The fact that they were heckling their own players only 

added to the spirit of the game.  

 

The game itself was surprisingly won by Barnies who are notorious 

travellers. Last year they only managed one win away from the fortress that 

is Stadium Barnstoneworth where they were undefeated. The thought that so 

many players new to Barnies might take winning as given might be a 

setback fro the rest of the season. It is quite likely that reality will settle in 

before too long.  

 

Tim Johnson made an energetic switch from the oval ball game to the round 

ball. He did notice however that it is easier when there are scrums and 

lineouts to use as a breather. Steve Adams also made an impact in his debut 

Barnies game. His first half strike was all that separated the two teams and 

he has shown that he will take some stopping this season.  

 

Rev Sid, the stalwart settled well into his customary midfield role and fed 

good ball to the forwards. Bruce Middleton also picked up from last year in 

a back line that has been decimated by injury since last year. The revamped 

back line looked impressive on Saturday but judgements will be reserved for 

a sterner test.  

 

Ed Cato made some good runs up the flanks and looks to be well recovered 

from knee problems last year. Dan Kennedy on the other hand had a few 

good runs but looks to be hampered by a knee complaint. It should not 

diminish his enjoyment of th3e game but will increase his pain on Sunday as 

he hobbles around.  



 

A pleasing sight was that of three invalids of varying degrees being able to 

make it to the game to bolster the Barnie Army. Matt Healey is out of 

plaster but not ready for bowls yet. Phil Hodges is out of hospital and will 

join Matt in the Barnie Bowler Boys. Glenn Harpley got his backside in gear 

enough to even play for Barnies United on Saturday night.  

 

All in all a promising start to both a winning and enjoyable season for 

Barnies. Hope springs eternal for the Red & White faithful. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Blayney 

Napier 1, 10th May, 2003 

 

 

Barnstoneworth Ottershaw are notorious travellers. The amazing point about 

this is that many people believe this means that they don't play well away 

from Stadium Barnstoneworth. While this is generally true, Saturday 

showed the depths of their tremendous travelling travails.  

 

With 20 players in the squad only ten found their way to Napier Oval at 

Blayney. Five players set out early knowing the troubles they would 

encounter. Sadly they did not realise their mistakes until they hit the coast in 

such places as Gosford, Kurri Kurri and Bondi. When these squad members 

were finally located, they variously explained their non compass mentis as 

visiting friends, relatives or attending Mother's Day lunches.  

 

The other five non-attendees apparently had visited the Orange Show and 

happened to visit a fortune teller. It seems that the Madam in question 

revealed a red card and these five players believing that they would be sent 

off in the game simply didn't bother to make the journey. Surprisingly two 

other players also visited the fortune teller and instead of running away in 

panic stayed to see the next card. This card was white and the combination 

of red and white was significant for the famous Red & Whites of 

Barnstoneworth.  

 

Significantly these two players were Paul Crain and Ash McAleese who 

scored the 2 goals for Barnies. It is believed that if the five who took off had 

also stayed for the white cards and had played the score would have been 7-

5 instead of 2-5.  

 

So the valiant 10 of Barnies took on the young blokes of Blayney. While 

Barrnies were still thinking murderous thoughts of their team mates, 

Blayney slotted in two fine goals where young legs flooded past the hapless 

defence. Keeper Powell was unable to repel the rush although for the second 

goal his clearance struck the hordes and fell for an easy put away.  

 

Down but not out, the Red & White passion stirred and one goal was pulled 

back when Dan Kennedy put Crain away for the "easiest of finishes" so said 

Dan. Blayney rushed for another before the McAleese strike, stumble, fall, 

roll, goal made it 2-3 at halftime.  

 



The second half saw opportunities on both sides and the play was relatively 

open. The last gasp defence on each side kept the goals at bay until the tired 

old Barnie legs could not stop another goal.  

 

Still Ottershaw pressed but could not make the most of their attack. Five 

quick succession corners could not be converted and, with the penultimate 

kick of the game, Blayney made the result 5-2. Not a fitting reward for the 

valiant ten but they are the ones who know that they will be able to hold 

their heads high at training this week.  

 

Thankfully Barnies should not have to travel away from Orange again so it 

is only the short travels now that will be the problem. And the word is 

beware the return to the Stadium in 2 weeks time. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Kinross 2nd 

XI 

Kinross North, May 17th, 2003 

 

 

There has been a propensity towards reality television in recent times. There 

is a faction within the Barnstoneworth juggernaut that is pressing for reality 

journalism to keep up with the times. However it was found during a recent 

poll that not many people are interested in fat old fellas running aimlessly 

around the field on Saturday afternoons. The concept has now been 

discarded.  

 

It is often said that history is written by the winners. So it appears to be 

Barnies' fate to record the history of the clash with Kinross 2nds on 

Saturday. While reality journalism is not being pursued it must be said that a 

modicum of truth is always a good starting point. Hence the score line of 3-1 

seems to be as good a point as any.  

 

The scorer was made to work from the first minute as Mal Key was lurking 

on the right flank for Barnies and taking the ball he beat 17 defenders then 

hammered the ball past the astonished Kinross keeper to record his first ever 

goal. In celebration he back flipped his way back for the restart.  

 

The rest of the half was almost anticlimactic after such a start with Barnies 

generally controlling the midfield but unable to extend the lead. There were 

a few tense moments as the young students were able to outpace their aged 

opponents but could not finish off their good work with only the keeper to 

beat.  

 

Rev Sid Grindley made a welcome return and was largely responsible for 

Barnies domination of the midfield. The wise head and trained body 

showcased the skills that make him a crowd favourite. Bruce Middleton, 

also missed last week, was back to his best in the backline pushing the 

attacks wider where they were easier to close down.  

 

Sinisa, the mobile Serbian mountain, was again popping up regularly and 

relished another chance to stretch his legs up front.  

 

The second half started in much the same manner as the first with Sid 'Red 

Fox' Grindley using his wiles to shoot from the edge of the crowded box to 

chalk another goal for Barnies. Many thought it selfish when he'd struck the 

ball as there were numerous players open out wide. But the maestro knew 



what he was doing.  

 

The next best chance for the Red & Whites to score was from a penalty 

awarded when Ash McAleese was attacked from behind by the frustrated 

students. Skipper Powell stepped up to the mark and struck the ball sweetly 

and straight. The keeper had no chance as it whistled past in a flash. Sadly 

the score line wasn't affected as the ball also sailed past the wrong side of 

the crossbar.  

 

Kinross pulled one back on another of their rushes that they managed to 

finish so the Barnie Army was relieved when Mal Key again returned the 

deficit to two with another fine strike. It left Key with about 15 minutes to 

complete his hat trick which he was unable to do. He was however thrilled 

with his two goals.  

 

So Barnstoneworth Ottershaw have had three matches away from the 

Stadium winning two. One more than they were able to win away last year. 

The first match at the fortress this week is much anticipated and the crowd is 

expected to be monstrous. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v East Orange 

Red 

Stadium Banstoneworth, May 24th, 2003 

The expected triumphant return to Stadium Barnstoneworth for Ottershaw 

was not on offer on Saturday as they went down to East Orange Red 1-3. It 

should have been a red letter day as it was the first time that the two 

Barnstoneworth sides had played home matches side by side. Ottershaw, 

with the bigger crowd pleasers took Stadium Barnstoneworth while United 

played at Barnies Stadium next door.  

 

Sadly the match will be known for the unsportsmanlike behaviour of 

Ottershaw. It appears that the players have been developing their sledging 

techniques of late and were trying to put this to use on Saturday. It was the 

ugly side of modern sport that sadly reared its head.  

 

Club Supremo tried to explain away the behaviour. "You've got to 

remember that these guys are getting on a bit and losing their faculties. 

They're really quite impressionable. It's been over 30 years since some of 

them have seen much success on the sporting field.""  

 

And so it seems that they have been influenced by the Australian cricket 

team and saw sledging as a way to success. This did not work well and the 

point was emphasised when it was shown that their technique left much to 

be desired. The best that they could come up with was when Phil Jackson 

suggested the mother of one Easts player, wore army boots. The veracity of 

such a statement was brought home to Phil by the lady in question as she 

made virtually non-existent his future chances of further fatherhood.  

 

This is not the first foray into borrowed culture by Barnies. The widely used 

practice of raising a shirt over one's head to celebrate the scoring of a goal 

had to be banned last year after many in the Stadium lost the contents of 

their stomachs over the site revealed. The staff at the ground refused to 

clean the mess so the practice was outlawed.  

 

The game itself was a tense affair on Saturday and The Barnie Army was in 

full voice when the Red & Whites went up early through an Ash McAleese 

strike that left the keeper floundering.  

 

With the ebb and flow of the game progressing, Easts eventually got one 

back through a centred ball that wasn't effectively covered.  

 

With the scores locked at halftime it was hoped that the unbeaten run at the 



Stadium would continue even tho the Stadium had been relocated over 

summer. Sadly Easts managed to snap the defensive line of Barnies and get 

one past the scrambling defence and it was then hard for Barnies to catch up.  

 

Mal Key, after his sensational double last week was in goal scoring form. 

He struck again this week with the ball coming into the far post from a 

corner, neatly onto his head and into the net. Unfortunately, as luck would 

have it, this did not make the score 2-2 but 1-3 and there it remained.  

 

It is rumoured that some of the glory boys in Barnstoneworth United are 

disappointed at the lack of coverage their games receive. It should therefore 

be noted that they prevailed over CYMS White 2-0 on Saturday. Any 

lamented the lack of coverage for Saturday need only look as far as the 

socks on Saturday to see the difference in passion, spirit and regard for 

tradition that means the Army will generally follow Ottershaw to the ends of 

the Earth. It should also be noted that as a club Barnies have one more 

games than they have lost which, this far into the season, is almost 

unprecedented. Hip hip hooray!!! 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Kinross 3rd 

XI 

Stadium Banstoneworth, May 31st, 2003 

 

 

God is in Heaven and all is right with the world. Some may say that this 

goes a little too far but the Barnie Army are certainly happy that 

Barnstoneworth Ottershaw have won again at Stadium Barnstoneworth. The 

fortress was toppled last week for the first time in 18 months so it was nice 

to see the losing streak only lasted one week. Ottershaw overcame the 

vigorous students of Kinross 3rds by 5-1.  

 

Word also has it that Richard Evans, coaching guru of the Central West 

feels more confident in his commission to turn around the fortunes of the 

once mighty Barnstoneworth. Rumour has it that a loss this week would 

have seen the end of his contract and his career in ruins.  

 

"I was about to come out of the dugout and kick their backsides when they 

let them get back to 2-1", said a relieved Evans. As it was they came out on 

fire in the second half after an Evans outburst saw the need for renovations 

in the dressing rooms. "I just get so passionate about Barnies" was Evans 

feeble excuse.  

 

Tim Johnson, who is just starting his career, is trying to find his spot on the 

team. This week he started from the backline and managed something he 

hasn't been able to do from further upfield. He scored a scintillating goal 

from the edge of the box. The beautiful strike found the top left corner of the 

net and was as good a finish as has been seen for some time.  

 

The Red & Whites certainly controlled the game, taking it wide at times. At 

others going straight up the middle. For all the dominance they only 

managed another goal before half-time by Steve Adams who had earlier 

been denied by the linesman's flag.  

 

The goal that brought Evans to his feet came about when "Little Tim" 

Johnson, with newfound confidence after his goal, tried to be fancy at the 

back only to be robbed and bring down the thief in the area. The ensuing 

penalty was clinically put away and the difference was only one at half-time.  

 

Barnies struck early in the second half when Powell moved up front to 

intimidate the opposition. Through this intimidation, or perhaps distraction 

by laughter, he managed a left footer that got past the keeper.  



 

Drew Haydon, in only his second game slotted one in some time later and it 

was just reward for strong work on the ball and hard running displayed 

throughout the match.  

 

Mal Key has been looking for redemption for his mistake last week and has 

claimed credit for forcing a Kinross own goal late in the game. His sheer 

will is believed to be responsible but whether he has been forgiven is not yet 

decided. The Barnie Army is more fickle than that.  

 

The Barnie Army was invigorated by the return of Brenda Gordon this 

week. With his customary runs from back to front and charges across the 

field he was a welcome sight and the team quickly adapted to his free range 

approach to positional play.  

 

Barnstoneworth United had a bye this week and it was good to see the 

support from a significant number of United players. Matt Healey was also 

in the stands espousing the significance of the number zero. "It's a 

conceptual thing and comes in very handy in physics and so many other 

areas of life."  

 

Ottershaw now move back into the top half of the table and look forward to 

the next two weeks at the Stadium to consolidate themselves. The goals are 

flowing and a good time is being had by just about all. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Canobolas 

Pink 

Stadium Banstoneworth, June 7th, 2003 

Barnstoneworth Ottershaw have spoilt a perfect win-loss record that they 

have maintained for the first five rounds. They threw form and consistency 

out the window and the Barnie Army is not happy.  

 

Phil Hodges, the apparent leader of the army, agreed that the party might be 

over. "The way the guys were going, we were thinking this was going to be 

the best season for some time. They just chucked away the script. I'm 

devastated. At least they spoilt the record by winning."  

 

It appears that up until now they had won, lost won, lost won. If this had 

continued it would have been a good season for them. Now, winning two in 

a row, their season is in disarray.  

 

The signs were not good from the start. Canobolas Pink have not beaten 

Ottershaw since June 2001. The game was at Stadium Barnstoneworth and 

to top it all off, Ottershaw lost the toss. These are all signs of a win and so 

we shouldn't be surprised at the result.  

 

The Ottershaw dominance of Canobolas Pink is odd, as on paper it should 

not be so. Pink have more pedigree and younger, fitter legs on the whole. 

Ottershaw were hit by injuries and retirements at the start of the season but 

recent signings, who were an unknown quality have proved to be worth the 

money paid.  

 

Ash McAleese and Drew 'Rooster' Haydon have both proved valuable doing 

the running that traditionally Barnies don't bother with. They have brought 

an impetus to the team that the rest are trying to understand.  

 

The match was very evenly balanced throughout and it was a Trent Brown 

strike that broke the deadlock. Brown continued a tradition of first time 

scorers for Barnies this year. Ottershaw have scored 14 goals so far his year 

with 11 different players, 7 of whom had never scored a goal before.  

 

The Pink boys came out fighting after the goal and it was only minutes later 

that Ryan Bevan again embarrassed keeper Powell by heading a corner 

through the big guy's legs.  

 

The second half saw end to end play but it was the fancy footwork of Dan 

Kennedy that fooled Pink. Kennedy was pleased as he had been hampered 



by injury and lacked a little desire so far this year.  

 

Again the Pink Boys came out fighting but this time the attacks were 

repelled and Barnies ran out 2-1 winners.  

 

It should be mentioned that Mal Key's travelling fan club filled many of the 

seats in the Stadium. Their vocal support has been a feature of Barnies 

games this year. The difficulty for Key is to live up to their expectations.  

 

So the Stadium increases it's hold over visiting teams and Canobolas Pink 

again scratch their heads over their inability to overcome Ottershaw. The 

deviation from form and consistency is unexpected and supporters may not 

be happy but at the least the deviation was on a positive side. Let's hope it's 

not the thin end of the wedge for a return to mediocrity. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v CYMS 

Carinya 

Stadium Banstoneworth, June 14th, 2003 

 

There were many things that were ugly for Barnstoneworth Ottershaw on 

Saturday. For starters you only need look at their keeper to know the story. 

And it doesn't get any better the further up the field you travel. Except 

perhaps for new boy Drew Haydon. Many don't believe he fits in the team as 

he runs too hard anyway.  

 

The ugliness had many facets on Saturday as they went down to CYMS 

Carinya in another loss at the Stadium. The day was bleak and miserable. 

The goal that separated the sides was certainly ugly from the Barnie Army's 

point of view. The ugly wound that opened in defence allowed the CYMS 

player time to control the ball and play it round before slotting it into the 

side of the net.  

 

It was looking like a long day for Barnies as, in comparison CYMS were 

very pretty to watch. Their passing was accurate and their work on the ball 

was effective. However, the rest of the day belonged to the ugly defence and 

desperation of Ottershaw. The spirit of Barnies was the only thing that was 

scenic and it certainly shone through the ugliness of the day.  

 

Trent Brown again was reliable and cleared well at the back. His return this 

year to the team has seen more gusto in recent weeks as he has found his 

stride. 'Hit man' Jackson was back and relishing the contest after a couple of 

weeks away on other duties. Jacko's no nonsense style has dented the pride 

of many an opposition striker.  

 

Paul Crain covered his usual amount of ground and defended his territory 

well. He manages to bob up well at the right time to get the ball to safety. 

The wily red fox, Sid Grindley, is always a favourite of the Barnie Army. 

The cheer that goes up is heard throughout Orange when he casually plays 

the ball around at his feet and then finds a team mate.  

 

Despite being outplayed Barnies did exceptionally well to only lose by one 

goal and there were certainly many chances that could have levelled the 

game. This might have been a travesty for the skill but not for the passion 

and intensity of performance.  

 

Some attacking raids by Barnies could the CYMS defence by surprise and if 

not for a touch of finishing prowess the game could have been levelled. 



There was a moment late in the match where the CYMS keeper was 

definitely worried about a cross that went over his head only to lamely 

bounce across the goalmouth.  

 

There are detractors of Barnies who believed that there lofty position on the 

table was an aberration but they showed on Saturday that they are able to 

compete well with the best. They might not maintain their heights but they 

certainly have deserved their position.  

 

The final ugliness of the day only happened well after the whistle had 

blown. It was not witnessed by many and can only be imagined here. It 

happened when 'TJ' Johnson had to go home to explain the state of the 

family skiing trip after he did a significant amount of further damage to his 

knee. All the best Tim. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Cudal 

Brabham 16, June 21st, 2003 

 

 

There was dismay in the Sale St Barnstoneworth HQ this week as the world 

heard the Beckham news. Word is that Beckham was ready to sign with 

Barnies and had all but put pen to paper.  

 

"He'd been to Orange and loved the feel of the club. He thought it was a 

great place to bring up his kids," said club CEO Phil Hodges. " We're 

stunned as he seemed so happy about the deal."  

 

Apparently there were cold feet on the part of Manchester United. They 

believed their supporter base would leave in droves to join the Barnie Army. 

The loss in merchandising was seemingly too great a cost for the club.  

 

"'Davo' would have just finished off our line up" said a dejected Dan 

Kennedy, club stalwart. "We're really happy with the rest of the line-up and 

he would have just completed us off and given us a good shot at the title."  

 

While the club has been despondent it also affected their play on Saturday as 

they went down to Cudal 1-6. Before the match the to sides were equal on 

the table. The winner making it to the top four meant their was much at 

stake.  

 

Some in the vast crowd said that the Cudal goals were against the run of 

play. After last week's effort where Barnies were outplayed only to lose by 

one goal, this week saw them competing better but losing by a wide margin.  

 

"They deserved to win. No doubt about it" said Sarajevon midfielder Sinisa 

Kosarac, "but the margin was more like what we deserved last week." 

Kosarac has enjoyed more of a roving commission this year and is relishing 

the chance to run and play the ball.  

 

Dave Craig is another who is taking his opportunities. As a rookie this year, 

he has been an unknown factor but he is a quiet achiever and is developing 

well. He is not particularly noticed but is generally picking up some best and 

fairest points. He and Beckham would surely have dominated the midfield. 

Throw the old red fox, Sid Grindley into the equation, and they would have 

no equal. Que sera, sera!!  

 



It's the story of Barnies that they are beaten by younger fitter teams. There 

was no exception this week as Cudal stormed through the backline and 

made the most of their opportunities. Some of the goasl appeared to be in 

slow motion but only one of the two penalties was converted by Cudal. The 

other was nearly saved but the rebound was put away just before half time.  

 

Down four at halftime, Barnies worked harder in the second half and the 2-1 

scorline in the second term gave the Barnie Army something to cheer after 

the disappointment of the week.  

 

Barnies goal was made by 'Rooster' Haydon who had been pressuring the 

keeper all day. He caused a fumble which was put away by Mal Key who 

goes to the top of the goal scorer list this year. Haydon had also forced the 

Cudal Keeper to take a ball outside his box. The resultant free kick was not 

put away but must have helped the goal that eventually came.  

 

Another curiosity was the return of 'TJ' Johnson who was not expected to 

return for some time after a recuriing knee injury flared last week. 

Apparently 'the missus was away'. The bookies are not taking any odds for 

Tim to play next week as they have lost too much money in recent weeks. 



Barnstoneworth Ottershaw v Orange 

Strikers 

Brabham 4, June 28th, 2003 

 

 

It was a black day for the Red & Whites on Saturday. The combined loss of 

both teams was a dark, dark 14-6. This even after each team had manages to 

craft two goal leads.  

 

Taking a while to comes to terms with reporting on the matches, we will 

first turn to Barnies HQ news. The big news this week is the resignation of 

team doctor Gareth Thomas. "It's time I moved on to leaner pastures." 

Apparently he's been telling a number of players to lose weight for some 

time.  

 

Dr Thomas verified the rumours that he was leaving because he is 

disappointed with the way things have been going. "I started the work 

because I have an interest in sports medicine. I think I need to move 

elsewhere as my work mostly entails aged care rather than [sports 

medicine]."  

 

"There are certainly elements of the sprains and strains that I am looking for 

but rather too much of the arthritis and Alzheimer's for it to be right. I'd 

prefer to help them recover from injuries sustained on the field not from 

putting the rubbish out."  

 

"It's a sad day for us " said veteran midfielder Chris Jacobs. "Gareth's been 

around for some time and given us the confidence to get on the field. He 

was able to help us when we'd forget which way we were supposed to run or 

what our team's name is. He even had a plan to put names on our shirts so 

we'd never forget them."  

 

Barnies Ottershaw in the B Division took on the lads from Orange Strikers. 

Strikers have become a bogey team for Ottershaw and yet again, a game 

they were looking to win was not as easy as it seemed. At 3-1 after strikes 

from Dan Kennedy, 'Rooster' Haydon and an own goal neatly put away by 

Strikers, the march to victory looked a formality.  

 

Strikers have never been big on formality and each goal they pulled back 

gave them more and more confidence. They started to run harder and those 

weary legs could not turn back the clock or the tide. Kennedy did manage 

another goal late in the game to give him his first double for some time.  



 

A well deserved victory to Strikers and Ottershaw will clearly have to find 

ways of getting past them when they meet again.  

 

"Et tu, Bruté?" Close enough to "8-2 Barnies" for United to not be happy in 

their local derby against Waratahs at Stadium Barnstoneworth. They could 

not even manage the 8-1 scoreline that would have enabled the Barnie Army 

to go home and trash their houses in the sure knowledge that they were 

fulfilling a long standing Barnies tradition.  

 

With houses in tact but sanity shattered the Barnie Army left the ground 

after United squandered a 2 goal lead thanks to a brace of goals to Damian 

Priest. Waratahs have not managed the results they were expecting this year 

and once they got on top of Barnies they thrilled in the rush of goals they 

put away.  

 

With only one point from the last three weeks Barnstoneworth are hoping 

something will turn their fortunes around. Thomas's departure will not help 

the club but there are plans to recruit heavily. It is hoped the $22.24 

available to spend will attract the big names to the club. The chequebook is 

open and the Army holds it's breath. 



Barnstoneworth United v Canobolas 

Rangers 

Brabham 1, July 5th, 2003 

 

 

They say that dreams have no colour. This was proved incorrect on Saturday 

as the dream of the day was Red & White.  

 

The favourite past time of any Barnie reporter is to stick the knife in to the 

glory boys from United. After the sad and abject failure of the week before, 

this week was looking to be a good week for such pursuits. That pleasure 

can happily be put aside for now as United put it all together to beat the 

competition front-runners and previously undefeated Canobolas Rangers.  

 

Barnstoneworth have had an unusual year with wins against well 

credentialed opponents but losses to lowly placed teams. This day was one 

of the highs. Barnies being given a 41/2 goal start by most of the Barnie 

Army. Only the faithful made money this week.  

 

It is hard to know what made the difference this week. Perhaps it was that 

the loyalties of the Barnie Army were undivided as Ottershaw had the bye 

this week. Perhaps it was United playing with the spirit usually reserved for 

Ottershaw. Maybe the fact that a number of key players were out injured 

that the others lifted themselves. Or perhaps it was just the way things go in 

sport and the evenness of the competition was on display.  

 

The Barnie Keeper, whose name momentarily escapes me, appeared to bulk 

up this week in anticipation of a heavy workload. As it was he had 

comparatively little to do and never had to pick the ball from the back of the 

net.  

 

Of the general play there was some nice passing and ball retention by 

Rangers but their attacks seemed to fall at the final hurdle. The scrambling 

Barnies defence had their measure although there were a few tense 

moments.  

 

The more the game went on the more frustrated Rangers became. There 

were some heated moments with Paul Miskell firing up for the game and 

Rangers saw him as a target for their frustration. A yellow card settled 

things a little but Canobolas were rattled.  

 

Paul Bloomfield was one of the Autumn signings for Barnies and he has 



been magical to watch. His surgical first touches and clinical disposals from 

the backline prove what an asset he is. He was rewarded when he moved 

forward for a corner in the first half. His header was all that separated the 

sides on the scoresheet and was described as about the best Barnies goal 

ever seen.  

 

Bloomfield nearly managed another header from a corner in the second half 

but it saved the wrong side of the crossbar.  

 

Damian Priest is another who had a strong game. His forays up front 

troubled the Canobolas defence and could easily have had a goal of his own. 

It has been good to see Scott Hennessy leaving the comfort of his corporate 

box of our sponsors Skilled Engineering and he ran hard. Perhaps a little 

less of the comfort would help him even more.  

 

A good week for Barnies with no major crises emanating from Barnies HQ 

and a brilliant win to top it all off. Weeks like this are rare in Barnies history 

so perhaps we should be allowed to wallow for a short while. With these 

guys the next drama is never far away. 



Teams for 2003 

Quick Stats 

Team Oldest Youngest Average age Median age 

Ottershaw 49 18 37.2 39 

United 45 17 ?? ?? 

 

 

Ottershaw 

Name Played Goals B&F pts 

DanKennedy 7 3 9 

Phil Jackson 5 0 8 

Ed Cato 8 0 8 

Bruce Middleton 8 0 7 

Sid Grindley 8 1 13 

Brendan Gordon 3 0 0 

Sinisa Kosarac 9 0 2 

Ewan Powell 9 1 14 

Paul Crain 9 1 15 

Mal Key 8 3 5 

Tim Johnson 5 1 4 

Steve Adams 8 2 8 

Paul Hopkins 8 0 7 

Trent Brown 7 1 9 

Ash McAleese 7 2 14 

Dave Craig 8 0 10 

Andrew Haydon 6 2 8 

 
 
 
United  

Name Played Goals B&F pts 

Phil Hodges 0 0 0 

Chris Jacobs 0 0 0 
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Rod Lambert 0 0 0 

Glen Harpley 0 0 0 

Aidan Sugden 0 0 0 

Phil Totten 0 0 0 

Gary James 0 0 0 

Sean Brady 0 0 0 

Joses Dioses 0 0 0 

Scott Hennessey 0 0 0 

Alex Vaz 0 0 0 

Ray Straney 0 0 0 

Damian Priest 0 0 0 

Lino Manca 0 0 0 

Paul Bloomfield 0 0 0 

Paul Griffen 0 0 0 

Paul Miskell 0 0 0 

Mark Simmons 0 0 0 

Nick Gray 0 0 0 

 


